’ RADIO DIAL-GUIDE
Little Perry Rates:
Large Following

By MARTY LOKEN

Perry Allen is a little man. With a big sense of hu_xﬁbr.
In a normal conversation, Allen rambles at a Iightnin'g-.
fast pace, explaining that he is a towering 5-5” (“with

heels”), wears-a girdle, has a wife.

named Ralph and a son named
Alice.
A nut, you ask?
OE course, but an mterestmg,
imaginative and educated. niit who
may change .the complexion of late

- er's Club” segment on KVI, alred
Monday through Friday from 3:30
to 7 o’clock in the evening.

Little Perty, although one of the
smallest platter philosophers in the
business, is (Cub Scouts’ Honor) one
of the largest wits we have heard
in Seattle radio.

PERRY ALLEN

stem from everyday affairs, both lo-
cal to international. For instance, the short-statured comic
made maximum use of the recent discovery by U. S. Em-

« bassy officials that their Moscow headquarters were

“bugged,” when he did an ori-the-air takeoff on a possible
future status-symbol looming for all keen-eyed, competi-

- tive embassymen: “In a couple of years,” Allen quipped,

“the big deal will be to see who has the most microphones
hidden in their walls. When anyone calls the embassy’s
number, an operator will probably cut in with something

like, ‘I'm sorry, sir, the wall you dialed is busy at the mo- .

ment . . . could we have another wall take your message?’”’

It must be utter chaos in the Allen household. Perry
thrives on ‘cold pizza and soup for breakfast. So does

Ralph (the wife) and-Alice (the son). Speaking of his be- -

loved Ralph, Allen comments: “My wife is really funny.
When I give her a credit card, Frederick & Nelson just
roars . . . she’s a dainty little thing too, you know. She
did stunt work for Sherman tanks during the Second
World War.”

ALTHOUGH MOST of Allen’s talent is exposed over
the air, he has relied many times on his writing ability
for a living. Even as a KVI air personality, writing plays
a heavy role in lis success: In preparation for his daily
three-and-a-half-hour funfest, Allen spends six to eight hours
keeping up on the latest events and writing the inimitable |
puns he will use on the air.

In the past, the fast-talking humorist’s writing has in-

cluded material for a number of TV shows, copy for tele-
vision and radip advertisements, short_satires, a few off-

beat books and back-cover notes for record albums.

In the line of comedy writing, he has created rib-
ticklers for the likes of Jonathan Winters and others, but
hesitates to mention names because he never did get
around to joining the Screen Writers’ Guild.

Presently, little Perry is laboring over a new locally-
oriented book to be dubbed “Sub-Bourbon on the Rocks,”
a mockery of life on Seattle’s East Side. In addition, he is
a regular contributor to the University of Washington’s lat-
est humor magazine, Seagull.

Like Pogo, the philosophic possum of The Times’
comics, Perry Allen is a subtle, funny, but accurate com-
mentator on our times. And, like reading the Pogo comic
strip, becoming a solid Perry Allen devotee takes a cer-
tain amount of time and conditioning.

We would venture to say that, by the time Allen has
given everyoné another six months’ conditioning, he will
be one of the most- listened-to disk jcckeys in Seattle—morn-
ing, afternoon, or evemng

Buddy Ebsen and his sister
were a dance team in 1932.
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